REPUBLIC OF CYPRUS
2008 PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS - NEW GOVERNMENT

Mr Demetris Christofias was elected President of the Republic of Cyprus on 24
February 2008. He received 260.604 votes or 53,37% of the valid votes, while
his opponent, Mr loannis Kasoulides, secured 210.195 votes or 46,63%.

PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF CYPRUS

Mr Demetris Christofias was inaugurated President of
the Republic of Cyprus on 28 February 2008. He
succeeds Mr Tassos Papadopoulos, who came third in
the first round of the presidential elections on 17 February
2008 and was therefore eliminated from the run-off
contest the following Sunday.

Up until his election, President Christofias was serving
his second term as President of the House of
Representatives, a post he held since 2001.

President Christofias was elected Member of the House of Representatives for
the first time in 1991 standing as an AKEL-Left-New Forces candidate in the
Kerynia district. He was re-elected to the House in 1996, 2001 and 2006.

On 22 April 1988 he was elected General Secretary of the Central Committee
of AKEL, a post to which he was re-elected four more times (1990, 1995, 2000
and 2005).

President Christofias was born on 29 August 1946 in the village of Dhikomo in
the Kerynia district, under military occupation by Turkey since 1974.

He holds a Doctor of Philosophy in History from the Institute of Social Sciences
in Moscow (Academy of Social Sciences of the Soviet Union). He speaks English
and Russian.

The President is married to Elsi Chiratou and they have two daughters and a son.



Excerpts from the address by the President of the Republic of Cyprus
Demetris Christofias at the ceremony for his inauguration at
the House of Representatives, on 28 February 2008

“I ran for the Presidency of the Republic inspired by a life-long vision: The
achievement of a just solution to the Cyprus problem and the building of a fairer
society. [...]

The solution of the Cyprus problem will be the top priority of my government.
The aim of our Presidency is to achieve a just, viable and functional solution
that will terminate the occupation and colonization of our country. A solution
that will restore the sovereignty, independence, territorial integrity and unity of
the Republic of Cyprus and will exclude any rights for military intervention in
the internal affairs of our country by foreign powers. A solution which will reunite
the territory, the people, the institutions and the economy of our country in the
framework of a bizonal, bicommunal federation [...]

The federal, bizonal, bicommunal Republic of Cyprus must have a single
sovereignty and international personality and a single citizenship. The solution
must be based on the United Nations resolutions on Cyprus and be compatible
with international and EU law as well as with international conventions on human
rights.

We demand that the solution will restore and safeguard the human rights and
fundamental freedoms of all the people of Cyprus, Greek Cypriots, Turkish
Cypriots, Maronites, Armenians and Latins, including the right of return and the
right to property for the refugees.We demand that the solution will provide for
the withdrawal of the Turkish occupation troops and the demilitarization of the
Republic of Cyprus. The ultimate goal remains the demilitarization of all of
Cyprus.

We support consistently the political equality of the two communities in the
framework of a federation, as this is defined in the relevant resolutions of the
UN Security Council.

The Cyprus problem remains unresolved for thirty four years now despite the
many efforts that have been made from time to time. The problem has not been
solved due to Turkey’s refusal to accept a solution that would be to the benefit
of the people of Cyprus. | firmly believe that the time has come for the problem
to be solved in a just, viable and functional way and for the principles of
international law to be restored; principles that Turkey violates through the
invasion it carried out in 1974 and through the occupation of a large part of our
homeland. [...]

At this solemn hour, | address myself to our Turkish Cypriot compatriots in order
to assure them that | am filled and inspired by the best of intentions for
reconciliation and peaceful coexistence. | assure them once again that | will
work so that they can enjoy all the rights as equal citizens of a united federal
Republic of Cyprus. [...]"
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PRESIDENT OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Excerpts from the address by the President of the House of
Representatives to the House following his election, on 6 March 2008





