Greetings by the Ambassador of the Republic of Cyprus 
H.E. Mr. Pantias D. Eliades at the event marking the begining of the Trio EU Presidency of Poland, Denmark and Cyprus, Berlin, 1 July 2011.
____________________

Sehr geehrter Herr Bundesminister Dr. Schaüble, Exzellenzen, Geehrte Kollegen, ladies and gentlemen,
It is a great pleasure for me to be here, representing the Republic of Cyprus in this event marking the beginning of the Trio Presidency of Poland, Denmark and Cyprus. 

I wish first of all to congratulate Poland and wish every success as it embarks on the path of its first Presidency. I would also like to take this opportunity to commend Hungary for all its efforts and achievements during its own successful Presidency.
The Treaty of Lisbon has established a new institutional structure for the Union, modifying also the role of the rotating Presidencies. The Lisbon Treaty has enshrined the role of the Trio Presidency, whereby a group of three states selected for their diversity and for geographical balance, exercise the Presidency of the Union.
The three countries hosting this event have worked together to produce a programme for our 18 month Presidency. We have agreed on a common approach to guide us in these 18 months that we have the task and the privilege to steer the EU, at a time when the challenges we face are many. Europe is facing a host of issues such as the global financial crisis, demographic change, pressure on its external borders, the need to secure sustainable energy resources to cite only a few. These are issues that affect not only governments but also each and every individual in our societies and which have ramifications and effects also on future generations.
In our case, as was the case for the Trio before us, the biggest challenge remains to continue with the efforts to overcome the current crisis and work towards setting up structures that would enable us to avoid similar crises in the future.

In our Trio Presidency we will work concertedly and with determination to address these problems, in close coordination and cooperation with all member states and the EU Institutions, on the principles of solidarity and mutual respect. We will also strive to place the citizen at the heart of the European agenda, to give citizens an active role in addressing the global and European challenges we are faced with.
Cyprus will work hard to implement this common programme and ensure continuity from the preceding Trio Presidencies of Poland and Denmark.

Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen, dear friends,

I would like to welcome you to this event, which has brought together artists from our three countries, to celebrate the beginning of our Trio Presidency. Art has always brought people together, transcending language, nationality, geography, allowing them to appreciate both the similarities and differences within and across cultures. Unity through diversity is a living, guiding principle for the European Union and art can indeed foster dialogue and understanding across borders. This evening we invite you to join us in celebrating through this event the beginning of our Trio Presidency. 
Vielen Dank für Ihre Aufmerksamkeit. Ich wünsche Ihnen einen schönen Abend. 
