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Greetings by the Ambassador of Cyprus H.E. Mr. Pantias D. Eliades                  at the Opening of the Exhibition " Nikosia - the Wall ", 
Presse und Informationsamt der Bundesregierung 
Berlin, 15 September 2009
Distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen, dear friends,

As we mark the twentieth anniversary of German reunification we wanted to join the ongoing celebrations by presenting the photographic exhibition,”Nikosia - The Wall”. An exhibition which intends to refresh memories and remind that Nicosia is regrettably still a divided city.         The only divided city in Europe.
The 20th anniversary of the fall of the Berlin Wall and the reunification of  Germany is an anniversary for which we rejoice and co-celebrate with our German friends. For this anniversary is a source of inspiration and an encouragement in our pursuit for a peaceful solution that will reunite the island and the people of Cyprus. 

Going through the exhibition the visitor will see photos with familiar content, such as warnings and restrictions similar to those that once could be seen all around Berlin. Signs of division, decay and abandonment. Barbed wire, buffer zones and walls that keep people apart and divide Nicosia in two. A wall that divides the country, the people and our hearts.  A wall we are striving to bring down. 
The line that divides Nicosia, and all along the whole of the island, is known as the "Green line". But make no mistake; it has nothing to do with ecology or any environmental pretensions. It owes its name to a green pencil with which a British military commander in 1963 marked on a map the confrontation line that would serve as a buffer zone following intercommunal clashes at the time.
Eleven years later the Turkish invasion of Cyprus in July 1974 had tragic consequences on the city and on the whole of the island. Nicosia was reduced to a city with its half under occupation. The city's streets have since been split by repulsive roadblocks, walls of sandbags and military outposts.
The Green line is not a euphemism. Behind the barbed wire and the wall lie the painful realities of occupation and division of the island and its people. This status quo is not acceptable and we will not reconcile with it.
Three artists, Arūnas Baltėnas from Lithuania, Marcos Gittis from Germany and Katerina Attalidou from Cyprus show with the artist’s catching eye this deplorable reality of division.
Ladies and Gentlemen,

Before concluding my remarks I would like to thank the artists and all those who have worked so that this exhibition materializes. Special thanks go to the Presse und Informationen der Bundesregierung  for offering this splendid venue. Thank you.
With these few words I invite you now to join me at the opening of the exhibition.
_____________________
